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Dance Marathon at UCLA is an annual 26-hour dance-a-thon 

where Bruins and friends take a literal stand against pediatric 

HIV/AIDS by staying on their feet for 26 hours inside legendary 

Pauley Pavilion. In addition to being educated on HIV/AIDS by 

individuals who have been directly affected by the disease, 

dancers have the chance to learn from researchers and social 

workers who work directly to eliminate the disease. 

• Encourage Personal Responsibility

• By offering participants healthy options we hope that they 

will learn to makes healthy food choices in their daily lives.

• Strive to Reduce Inequities in Health

• Dance Marathon’s main beneficiary the Elizabeth Glaser 

Pediatric AIDS Foundation seeks to reduce inequalities in 

health both abroad and locally. 

• Be Integrative

• Dance Marathon acknowledges that the stigma against 

HIV/AIDS and the emotional response that it causes is an 

equal component of health that needs to be improved. 

Ambassadors 15

Committee Members 140

Parent Volunteers 150

Student Moralers 700

Student Dancers 1,000

Total Meals Served 5,000

Total Money Raised $445,000

Besides standing on 
their feet for 26 hours 

we provide our 
dancers with lessons 
in yoga, line dancing, 
and other informative 
classes introducing 

students to new ways 
to stay fit. 

We want to provide 
food which will keep 

our dancers fueled for 
the full 26 hours. We 

seek protein rich
foods with less sugar 

to avoid energy 
crashes. 

Dance Marathon 
looks to educate the 

entire UCLA 
community about the 
realities of HIV and 
AIDS and seeks to 

fight stigma with 
knowledge.

The very first thing our dancers will eat on their 26 hour journey is a 

healthy meal supported by the Healthy Campus Initiative. Usually this 

meal would be too expensive to support, but with the help of HCI we 

can provide our dancers with a filling meal to start Dance Marathon 

2015 off right. 

During this year’s Dance Marathon on April 18-19th 2015, we hope 
to reach all of our goals with the help of the Healthy Campus 
Initiative. We predict that our dancers will be more energized 
throughout the event after eating the healthy lunch. Thus, we hope 
to receive less complaints about food quality in our post-event 
survey. Overall, we hope that this will improve the entire experience 
for our participants, and that this will ensure that the lessons they 
will learn throughout the 26 hours are remembered in a positive 
light. In the end, we will have reached over 1,000 students and 
taught them about the health inequalities present locally and globally 
with respect to HIV and AIDS.

Thank you to Jane and Terry Semel for their vision and 

support for the Healthy Campus Initiative, and for the HCI 

leadership, including Gene Block, Scott Waugh and 

Wendelin Slusser.

Providing food for 1,000 students is tough. Providing healthy food on 

a budget is even harder. In the past years, the Pediatric AIDS 

Coalition has tried to obtain all five of the meals for our dancers 

through donations, but we have often had to pay for the meals. In 

order to get the most money to our beneficiaries, we sought the most 

economical options, this often meant low quality unhealthy food. We 

wanted to change that for Dance Marathon 2015.

The Pediatric AIDS Coalition first began as 

Dance Marathon at UCLA in 2002. Today, 

Dance Marathon has grown from 20 

committee members raising $27,000 to a 

team of 140 planning an event that raised 

almost $450,000 in 2014. Four years ago, 

the single event Dance Marathon transitioned 

into a yearlong organization which is now the 

largest student-run philanthropic organization 

on the West Coast.


